Midterm -- PSCI  3300 – Fall 2020	
Name:

Identification questions 
State the meaning and importance to the study of international relations. Please write in complete sentences. Each ID is scored at five points – two  points for an accurate and complete meaning, three for importance. 

1. Constructivism

2. Three levels of analysis in international relations

3. Democratic peace theory

4. Dependency theory

5. Limited war

6. Just war doctrine 

7. Credibility and deterrence 

8. Pre-emptive strike

9. Imperialism (Hint: which theory is it nested in?)

10. Zero-sum game

Short answer questions (12 points each)
Make sure you analyze each question. For example, in question 11, you will need to know something about Locke, Wilson and the liberal theory and how they interact. Do not assume that the instructor knows what you are thinking. What you write is what you are judged on. 

Short answer questions do not imply a particular length. Rather, “short answer” suggest you are not writing an essay in which you defined a thesis. The key to successful answer is a) to adequately understand and define the terms in the question, and 2) to answer the question directly (avoid shot-gunning the answer).  Write what is necessary.

11. Political philosopher John Locke and American statesman and president Woodrow Wilson are both touted as supportive of a liberal theory of international relations. Briefly explain how each can be perceived as supportive of the liberal theory.

12. Describe how nations - both strong and weak – that subscribe to realism theory go about protecting themselves from aggression. (Hint: How would a superpower protect itself? A state in regional conflict with similarly armed neghbors? A small state with no army or military resources?) 

13. Each of the four major theories involves different sets of international actors. Briefly describe, compare and contrast the actors for realism and liberal IR theories.

14. What was the strategy game used by the international community to defend South Korea from Soviet- and later Chinese-backed military aggression by North Korea from 1950 to 1953? I.e. describe how the international community dealt with armed aggression in this instance. Is this an example of realism theory, liberal theory, or both? Explain your answer. (Hint: include the perspectives of both sides to the conflict) 

15. What is the relationship between military power and security? That is, in what situations does increasing military power enhance national security, and when does increasing military capabilities decrease national security? 



The exam contains 110 points and is scored to 100. Students can earn more than 100 points. That is built-in extra credit. The only extra credit that will be given during the semester will be on the midterm and the final exams.   
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